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now amid the Nemean or the Isthmian con-
course, or in the Temple of Bacchus at Athens,
when Sophocles or J2schylus struck once more,
the chord left vibrating by the hand of Homer,
and reminded the spectators from every region
that a united Hellas had once fought and
triumphed on the Asian coasts.

If, in place of this moral, a material unity
had been substituted, and Greece had been but
one nation, like Italy under the Romans, how
completely it would have lost its peculiar great-
ness ! Without the emulation of States, each of

*

which ran for the prize which but one could

receive at a time, and the love of glory thus
produced, it is probable that its extraordinary
Intellect would never have been roused. A
united Greece would commonly have -been safe
from foreign aggression: it must, therefore*
have devoted itself wholly to the arts of peace,
and availing itself to the foil of those singular
commercial advantages which its indented coasts
and Its geographical position bestowed, would
probably have become a larger Tyre; or like its